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1. Introduction 

Aggregate Concrete Blocks within the scope of EN 771-

3 must have a Declaration of Performance and CE 

marking since 1 July 2013 in order to comply with the 

Construction Products Regulation. 

 

 

1.1 Purpose of the Guidance 

This document provides guidance to economic operators (manufacturers, importers 

and distributors) on the marketing of aggregate concrete blocks to EN 771-3 

standard1 (as a harmonised European standard under the Construction Products 

Regulation (CPR)). It also outlines the responsibilities of specifiers, designers, 

builders, certifiers and end users for compliance with the Building Regulations 1997 

to 2021. It is produced by the Department of Housing, Local Government and 

Heritage.  

The chain of custody of a construction product is only as strong as its weakest link. It 

is incumbent on all those involved in the supply chain to adhere to their legal 

obligations under the CPR.  

It is also important that specifiers, designers, builders, certifiers and end users are 

fully aware and informed of the performance requirements for aggregate concrete 

blocks regarding their end use in the construction of works or a building. 

This guidance aims to facilitate clearer communication within the supply chain 

regarding the declared performance of essential characteristics, having regard to 

national provisions in Ireland. 

Through clearer communication within the supply chain, specifiers, designers, 

builders, certifiers and end users should be more informed when specifying and 

choosing aggregate concrete blocks that are fit for intended use and suitable for the 

conditions in which they are to be used. Appropriate specifications and choices will 

help secure compliance with the Building Regulations 1997 to 2021.2 

 

 

                                            
1 EN 771-3:2011+A1:2015 Specification for masonry units Part 3: Aggregate concrete masonry units 

(Dense and lightweight aggregates) 

2 Refer to the website of the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage at the following 

link: https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/95d00-building-standards/ 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/95d00-building-standards/
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1.2 Construction Products Regulation 

Regulation (EU) No 305/2011 (ñthe CPRò) sets out rules for the marketing of 

construction products in the EU, regardless of where the construction products are 

manufactured e.g. in Ireland, in other EU Member States, Northern Ireland, Great 

Britain or other third countries. 

The CPR is directly applicable in its entirety in Irish law, since 1 July 2013. It is 

therefore essential that all parties to the construction product supply chain 

understand its requirements.3 

Where a construction product covered by a harmonised European standard is being 

placed on the EU market, the CPR requires the manufacturer to draw up a 

óDeclaration of Performanceô (DoP) and affix a óCEô marking to the product.  

In order to do so, manufacturers must test and declare the performance of their 

construction products using a common technical language prescribed in the 

harmonised European standard and take into consideration the national provisions in 

relation to the intended use or uses of the product, where the manufacturer intends 

the product to be made available on the market. 

1.3 Harmonised European Standards 

Harmonised European standards provide a technical basis to assess the 

performance of construction products. They enable manufacturers to draw up the 

Declaration of Performance as defined in the Construction Products Regulation, and 

affix the CE marking. 

The relevant suite of harmonised European standards facilitating specification of 

masonry units is the EN 771 (series).  

Relevant to this guidance, óI.S. EN 771-3:2011+A1:2015ô4 (I.S. EN 771-3) specifies 

the characteristics and performance requirements of aggregate concrete masonry 

units made from dense and lightweight aggregates or a combination of both for 

which the main intended uses are common, facing or exposed masonry in load 

bearing or non-load bearing building and civil engineering applications.  

 

                                            
3 Refer to the website of the European Commission for further information at the following link: 

https://ec.europa.eu/growth/sectors/construction/construction-products-regulation-cpr_en 

An Information Note is also available on the website of the Department of Housing, Local 

Government and Heritage at the following link: https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/7069d-

construction-products-regulation-cpr/ 

4 EN 771-3: 2011+A1:2015 Specification for masonry units Part 3: Aggregate concrete masonry units 

(Dense and lightweight aggregates) may be purchased from www.standards.ie 

https://ec.europa.eu/growth/sectors/construction/construction-products-regulation-cpr_en
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/7069d-construction-products-regulation-cpr/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/7069d-construction-products-regulation-cpr/
http://www.standards.ie/
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1.4 National Provisions 

The National Standards Authority of Ireland (NSAI) has produced additional 

guidance to some harmonised European standards, under the CPR, in the form of 

Standard Recommendations (S.R.s) which set out appropriate minimum 

performance levels for specific intended uses of certain construction products in 

Ireland.5 These are Irelandôs National Provisions, as referenced in Technical 

Guidance Documents (TGDs) to the Building Regulations 1997 to 2021.6 

S.R. 325:2013+A2:2018/AC:2019 Recommendations for the design of masonry 

structures in Ireland to Eurocode 6ô (S.R. 325), includes amongst other things, 

recommendations relevant to EN 771-3, as follows: 

¶ Category I aggregate concrete blocks are required for use in buildings. This 

requires independent third party oversight of factory production control by a 

Notified Body7 (a designated body that carries out third-party tasks). 

¶ Aggregate concrete blocks, intended to be used in elements subject to structural 

requirements, are required to meet the prescribed performances requirements 

set out in S.R. 325, including density, compressive strength and moisture 

movement. 

¶ The specification for aggregate concrete blocks and mortar classes required to 

achieve appropriate durability for finished work in Ireland are set out in S.R. 325. 

¶ Aggregate concrete blocks are required to be made with aggregate conforming 

to óI.S. EN 12620+A1:2008 - Aggregates for concreteô and óS.R. 16:2016 

Guidance on the use of I.S. EN 12620:2002+A1:2008 - Aggregates for concreteô. 

 

                                            
5 Refer to the website of the National Standards Authority of Ireland for the full list of guidance 

available on harmonised European standards falling under remit of Construction Products 

Regulation (EU) No 305/2011 at the following link: 

https://www.nsai.ie/images/uploads/standards/National_Guidance_to_Harmonised_Standards_fallin

g_under_the_CPR_(EU)_No._3052011_.pdf 

6 Technical Guidance Documents (TGDs) to the Building Regulations 1997 to 2021 also provide 

additional guidance on performance requirements for construction products. Refer to the website of 

the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage at the following link: 

https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/d9729-technical-guidance-documents/ 

7 Notified bodies are the only recognised third party carrying out the assessment of performance of 

construction products. Check the NANDO-CPR database for factory production control certification 

bodies (AVCP System 2+), accredited to EN 771-3:2011+A1:2015 at the following link: 

https://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-

databases/nando/index.cfm?fuseaction=cp.nb_hs&hs_id=155203&cpr=Y 

 

 

https://www.nsai.ie/images/uploads/standards/National_Guidance_to_Harmonised_Standards_falling_under_the_CPR_(EU)_No._3052011_.pdf
https://www.nsai.ie/images/uploads/standards/National_Guidance_to_Harmonised_Standards_falling_under_the_CPR_(EU)_No._3052011_.pdf
https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/d9729-technical-guidance-documents/
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-databases/nando/index.cfm?fuseaction=cp.nb_hs&hs_id=155203&cpr=Y
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-databases/nando/index.cfm?fuseaction=cp.nb_hs&hs_id=155203&cpr=Y
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In summary, the manufacturer of aggregate concrete blocks is responsible for 

compliance with the CPR and in particular for the Declaration of Performance/CE 

marking of the construction product he or she is placing on the market, having full 

knowledge of the raw material, implementation of a factory production control system 

(certified by a notified body), and having regard to the end productôs suitability for 

use in construction works in accordance with the relevant S.R.s published by the 

NSAI and other performance criteria specified in Technical Guidance Documents to 

the Building Regulations 1997 to 2021. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

5 

 

2. Obligations 

2.1 What information should Economic Operators have available for 

aggregate concrete blocks for aggregate concrete blocks placed 

on the market? 

Economic operators (Manufacturers, Importers and Distributors) must have the 

information listed in Table 1 relevant to the aggregate concrete blocks they place on 

the market. 

Table 1 Information requirements relevant to the responsibility of each 

economic operator  

No. Description Manufacturer Importer Distributor 

1. A copy of the CE Mark.  Y Y Y 

2. A valid Declaration of Performance 

(DoP). 
Y Y Y 

3. Test reports to support the declared 

performance of essential 

characteristics included on the 

Declaration of Performance.  

Y - - 

4. Records to confirm that the 

constituent aggregate conforms to 

óEN 12620:2002+A1:2008 - 

Aggregates for concreteô. 

Y - - 

5. Records to confirm that the national 

provisions set out in óS.R. 16:2016 

Guidance on the use of I.S. EN 

12620+A1:2008 ï Aggregates for 

Concreteô have been adhered to.  

Y - - 

6. Certificate of Conformity of the 

Factory Production Control (FPC) in 

place for Category I blocks (AVCP 

System 2+).  

Y - - 

7.  The instructions and safety 

information relating to the product. 
Y Y Y 

8. The means by which products 

within the scope of EN 771-3 are 

placed, or made available, on the 

market can be identified and traced 

throughout the supply chain.  

Y Y Y 
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2.2 What are the obligations for Specifiers, Designers, Builders, 

Certifiers and End Users? 

Whilst the CPR concerns itself with the conditions which apply when placing a 

construction product on the market, specifiers, designers, builders, certifiers and end 

users should: 

¶ when drawing up specifications for aggregate concrete blocks, refer to the 

harmonised European standard (EN 771-3), and specifically to the requirements 

of individual characteristics for the particular end use (Refer to S.R. 325 / TGDs), 

¶ when choosing aggregate concrete blocks most suitable for their intended use in 

construction works, ensure the aggregate concrete blocks are Category I 

(requires AVCP 2+) and are procured from a compliant economic operator. 

Check the website of the notified body for a list of certified manufacturers e.g. 

https://www.nsai.ie/certification/search-for-a-certified-company/ 

¶ review the manufacturerôs Declaration of Performance (Refer to 3.1 for sample 

DoP), 

¶ check Standard Recommendations e.g. S.R. 325, S.R. 16 and Technical 

Guidance Documents (TGDs) which give guidance on appropriate minimum 

performance levels for specific intended uses of the product in Ireland (S.R.s are 

available for purchase on www.standards.ie), 

¶ ensure all works should be carried out using ñproper materialséwhich are fit for 

the use for which they are intended and for the conditions in which they are to be 

usedò to ensure compliance with the Building Regulations 1997 to 2021.8  

                                            
8 Refer to the website of the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage at the following 

link: https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/95d00-building-standards/ 

https://www.nsai.ie/certification/search-for-a-certified-company/
http://www.standards.ie/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/95d00-building-standards/
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2.3 What is the role of the Market Surveillance Authorities? 

While the CPR came into force and has direct legal application across the entire 

European Union since 1 July 2013, each Member State is responsible for regulating 

for its own market surveillance activities in accordance with the specific requirements 

of the CPR and the broader overarching requirements of Regulation (EU) 

2019/1020.9 Market surveillance activity should enable non-compliant products to be 

identified and kept or taken off the market with unscrupulous and/or criminal 

economic operators prosecuted and penalised for their actions.  

The National Building Control & Market Surveillance Office (NBC&MSO), under 

Dublin City Council, has been appointed as competent authority for the carrying out 

of market surveillance functions for all construction products within the scope of the 

CPR in the State (Refer to Withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the European 

Union (Consequential Provisions) Act 2020 (Construction Products ï Market 

Surveillance) Regulations 2020 (S.I. No. 682 of 2020)). 

The service delivered by NBC&MSO is complementary to the existing role of the 31 

building control authorities as market surveillance authorities10 but also provides for a 

co-ordinated approach. Building control officers are appointed as authorised officers. 

European Union (Construction Products) Regulations 2013 (S.I. No.225 of 2013) set 

out the specific powers of an authorised officer. Building control authorities liaise with 

the NBC&MSO to support compliance with the CPR and to determine appropriate 

action on enforcement matters, as they arise. 

NBC&MSO and building control authorities have powers to obtain access to 

premises to examine, test or inspect products, request documentation regarding the 

performance of a product, take samples of the product, request the Minister for 

Housing, Local Government and Heritage to prohibit or restrict the use of a product, 

and prosecute offences.  

NBC&MSO may be contacted at: support@nbco.gov.ie 

 

 

 

 

                                            
9 Regulation (EU) 2019/1020 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 June 2019 on 

market surveillance and compliance of products and amending Directive 2004/42/EC and 

Regulations (EC) No 765/2008 and (EU) No 305/2011 

10Building control authorities (local authorities) are designated as market surveillance authorities for 

construction products that fall within the scope of the CPR, within their administrative areas.  

 

https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2020/si/682/made/en/print
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2020/si/682/made/en/print
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2020/si/682/made/en/print
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2013/si/225/made/en/print
mailto:support@nbco.gov.ie
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:32019R1020
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:32019R1020
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:32019R1020
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2.4 Summary of obligations 
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